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• Preserve existing natural vegetation and avoid removing trees, shrubs, and
ground cover.

• Opt for fertilizers labeled as phosphorus-free to reduce the amount of
phosphorus entering the lake.

• Apply fertilizers sparingly and only when necessary. Conduct soil tests to
determine the exact needs of your soil.

• Minimize the amount of manicured lawn area and increase the area of
natural vegetation.

• Apply mulch around garden beds and trees to help absorb rainfall and reduce
runoff.

• Compost leaves, grass clippings, and other yard waste instead of disposing
of them near the shoreline.

• Use permeable paving materials for driveways, walkways, and patios to allow
water to infiltrate the ground. 

• Install rain barrels to collect and store rainwater from roofs for later use in 
gardens and lawns.

• Direct downspouts away from paved surfaces and toward vegetated areas 
where water can be absorbed.

• Inspect and pump septic systems regularly to prevent failures that can 
contribute phosphorus to the lake.

• Upgrade old or failing septic systems to more efficient models that better 
process and reduce phosphorus output.

• Ensure the septic system’s drain field is well-maintained and not compacted, 
allowing for proper filtration.

• Do not dispose of pet waste, chemicals, or other pollutants near the shore.

What is Phosphorus? 
Phosphorus is an essential 
element for all plant life, 
and just like on land, acts 
as a fertilizer when added 
to lakes. 

Where Does it  Come 
From? 

Phosphorus comes from 
both natural and 
anthropogenic (human) 
sources. 
Natural Sources:  
groundwater, plant 
decomposition, waterfowl 
waste, etc. 
Anthropogenic Sources:  
Fertilizer, pet waste, runoff 
from lawns, faulty septic 
systems, lawn clippings, 
etc. 

What Does 
Phosphorus Do? 

Phosphorus supports life; 
however, too much 
phosphorus in lakes can 
cause harmful algal 
blooms, decreased water 
clarity and quality, degrade 
habitat for fish and wildlife, 
and impede recreation.

Reducing Phosphorus in Long Lake 
What You Can Do 

2023 North Basin algal bloom 
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Reducing phosphorus 
runoff into Long Lake is 
crucial for maintaining 
water quality and 
preventing harmful algal 
blooms. 

As a shoreline property 
owner, here is a list of 
things you can do: 


	Alternatively, you can use the NEW Shoreland Evaluation Tool to identify habitat restoration, runoff, and erosion control projects for your property.
	In 2023, the LLPA did a shoreline habitat assessment to determine the health of Long Lake’s shoreline. In the map below, red areas indicate properties with multiple runoff and shoreline concerns. If your property looks like it might be in red or orang...
	Interested in learning more about what you can do to reduce phosphorus coming into Long Lake?
	Contact the Long Lake Science Director, Megan Sorensen msorensen@nwrpc.com
	Interested in learning more about Healthy Lakes Best Practices?
	Contact Pamela Toshner, Wisconsin DNR
	pamela.toshner@wisconsin.gov
	Healthy Lakes & Rivers includes 5 simple and inexpensive best practices that improve habitat and water quality on your shoreland property. Do-it-yourselfers can do all these practices, but there is also Healthy Lakes & Rivers grant funding assistance ...
	Visit healthylakeswi.com for more information!
	You can find the new Shoreland Evaluation Tool to score your shore and find out what practices might be best for you here: https://survey.healthylakeswi.com/



